
2017 Rule Change Proposal 23 Amended 

Purpose of Proposal:  To add instructions for sample storage and retention once testing is 

completed. 

Present Rule:  None 
   
Proposed Rule:  
 
1.8.   Storage recommendations of seed samples after testing. 
 

Submitted samples on which a Report of Analysis has been issued should be kept by the 
laboratory for at least one year after testing is completed as part of the record of the seed 
sample and to provide for re-testing by the original or by another seed testing laboratory, if 
necessary, to support the original findings.  When a purity analysis, noxious weed seed 
examination, or bulk examination is conducted, all contaminants found should be retained as 
part of the record for that sample.    It is recommended that enough pure seed be retained for 
a germination retest.  In the case of expensive seed at least 25 seeds to verify identity should 
be retained and the remainder may be returned to the customer upon request.   It is strongly 
suggested that the storage facility should be such that environmental conditions are not 
detrimental to the seed being stored and should be insect and rodent free. 

 
Harmonization and Impact Statement: The AOSA Rules currently do not have guidelines for 
storage or retention of submitted samples after testing is completed.  Under the ISTA Rules 
(2.5.3, 2.5.4.7 and 3.5.2) instructions are provide for required storage and retention of samples 
after testing.  Federal Seed Act (FSA) section 201.1(l) provides the definition of a ‘complete 
record’ and sections 201.4, 201.6, and 201.7 give further details of the record content for 
agricultural and vegetable seeds.  The Canadian M & P does not appear to address sample 
retention or storage.  The proposed new section will provide guidance toward meeting the 
requirements under the FSA for record retention and will bring the AOSA Rules closer to 
harmonization with the ISTA Rules. 
 
Supporting Evidence:   
FSA 201.2(l) defines a Complete Record as: (1) The term “complete record” means information 
which relates to the origin, treatment, germination, and purity (including variety) of each lot of 
agricultural seed transported or delivered for transportation in interstate commerce, or which 
relates to the treatment, germination, and variety of each lot of vegetable seed transported or 
delivered for transportation in interstate commerce.  Such information includes seed samples 
and records of declarations, labels, purchases, sales, cleaning, bulking, treatment, handling, 
storage, analyses, tests, and examinations.”   This could be interpreted to mean all parts of the 
analyzed sample.   
 
Other sections of the Federal Seed Act that discuss the parts of a ‘complete’ record’ include: 
FSA 201.4 Maintenance and accessibility.  (a) Each person transporting or delivering for 
transportation in interstate commerce agricultural or vegetable seed subject to the act shall keep 
for a period of 3 years a complete record of each lot of such seed so transported or delivered, 
including a sample representing each lot of such seed, except that any seed sample may be 
discarded 1 year after the entire lot represented by such sample has been disposed of by such 
person.  (b) Each sample of agricultural seed retained shall be at least the weight required for a 
noxious-weed seed examination as set for the in section 201.46 and each sample of vegetable 



seed retained shall consist of at least 400 seeds.  The record shall be kept in such manner as to 
permit comparison with the records required to be kept by other persons for the same lot of 
seed so that the origin, treatment, germination, and purity (including variety) of agricultural seed 
and the treatment, germination and variety of vegetable seed may be traced from the grower to 
the ultimate consumer and so that the lot of seed may be correctly labeled.  The record shall be 
accessible for inspection by the authorized agents of the Secretary for purposes of the effective 
administration of the act at any time during customary business hours. 
 
FSA 201.6  Germination.  The complete record shall include the records of all laboratory tests 
for germination and hard seed for each lot of seed offered for transportation in whole or in part.  
The record shall show the kind of seed, lot number, date of test, percentage of germination and 
hard seeds, and such other information as may be necessary to show the method used. 
 
FSA 201.7 Purity (including variety).  The complete record for any lot of seed shall include (a) 
records of analyses, tests, and examinations including statements of weed seeds, noxious weed 
seeds, inert matter, other agricultural seeds, and of any determination of kind, variety, or type 
and a description of the methods used; and (b) for seeds indistinguishable by seed 
characteristics, records necessary to disclose the kind, variety, or type, including a grower’s 
declaration of kind, variety, or type or an invoice, or other document establishing the kind, 
variety or types to be that stated, and a representative sample of the seed.  The grower’s 
declaration shall be obtained and kept by the person procuring the seed from the grower.  A 
copy of the grower’s declaration and a sample of the seed shall be retained by the grower. 
 
Applicable sections of the ISTA Rules include:   
2.5.3 Storage of samples after testing 
The primary aim of storage of samples after testing is to be able to repeat the original tests 
carried out on the submitted sample. Therefore, storage conditions should be such that changes 
in the seed quality traits tested are minimal. For example, in the case of the purity test or other 
seed count, the sample should be stored in such a way that the physical identity is kept. In the 
case of germination, viability or health test of orthodox seeds the sample should be stored under 
cool and dry conditions. For such tests in recalcitrant and intermediate seeds of tropical and 
subtropical species, long term storage is not possible. For such seed of temperate species 
storability depends on the fungal status and to some extent whether the seed is dormant or not. 
All factors pertaining to storage need to be determined on a species basis. Protection against 
insects and rodents may be necessary. 
 
To provide for re-testing by the original or by another seed testing laboratory, samples on which 
ISTA Certificates have been issued must be stored at least for one year from the receipt of the 
sample. Submitted samples in moisture proof containers, and samples of recalcitrant or 
intermediate species, must be stored under appropriate conditions for as long as it can be 
expected that the results of a re-test are not affected by the storage. 
 
When a re-test in a different testing laboratory is required, a portion must be drawn from the 
stored sample in accordance with 2.5.2.2, and submitted to the designated testing laboratory. 
The remainder must be retained in store. 
 

2.5.4.7 Storage of submitted samples after testing 
Submitted samples on which ISTA Certificates have been issued must be stored. Only in the 
case of very expensive seed, the remainder of the submitted sample, except 25 seeds for 
assurance of identity, may be sent back to the applicant. The seed testing laboratory cannot be 
held responsible for any deterioration of the sample during storage. 



3.5.2 Separation 
4. After separation, each component part (3.3) and any species of seed or kind of other matter 

for which a percentage is to be reported, must be weighed in grams to the minimum number 
of decimal places necessary to calculate the percentage to one decimal place (3.5.1). After 
weighing, the other seeds components must be retained and stored for reference until 
sample disposal (see 2.5.3 and 2.5.4.7). 
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